the  city’s  ordinance  covered  the 
whole  city.  Now,  after  changing 
the  wording,  the  new  ordinance 
said  categorically  that  there  were 
to  be  no  churches  on  the  town 
square.  The  new  ordinance  went 
directly  against  us. 

"This  had  been  dragging  on 
for  over  a  year,"  DeBerry  con¬ 
tinues.  The  court  saw  through 
this  ploy.  The  Fifth  Circuit  didn't 
want  to  rule  on  this  new  ordi¬ 
nance  until  die  lower  court  ruled. 
It  was  remanded  back  to  the  low¬ 
er  court  in  the  fall  of  2012.  The 


from  solitary  confinement 

TEHRAN  (BP  and  local  reports)  confirmed  that  Iranian  authori- 
—  Saeed  Abedini,  the  American  ties  returned  Pastor  Saeed  to  his 

Ktor  imprisoned  in  Iran  for  ceO  in  Ward  350  yesterday,'  said 
faith,  has  been  released  from  ACU,  which  represents  Abedi- 
solitary  confinement  —  *a  direct  ni's  wife  and  two  children  living 
result  of  the  multitudes  pray-  in  the  United  States, 
mg."  his  wife  told  the  Ameri-  The  pastor  was  placed  in  sob- 
can  Center  for  Law  and  Justice  tary  confinement,  described  as  a 
(ACU)  on  May  9.  ‘small,  dark  hole,"  on  April  29, 

‘Our  sources  in  Iran  have  and  reportedly  spent  his  33id 


and  we  thought  that  when  the  they  are  saying  we  have  to  meet 
dty  was  nobbed  that  the  ordi-  the  fire  code.  We’re  to  have  a 
nance  was  in  conflict  with  federal  sprinkler  system  installed  in  this 


RLUIPA],  that  would  take  care 
of  it  We  were  trying  to  avert  any 
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Iran's  brutal  Evin  Prison 


TEHRAN  (BP  and  local  reports) 

—  Saeed  Abedini,  the  American 

^tor  imprisoned  in  Iran  for 
faith,  has  been  released  from 
solitary  confinement  —  *a  direct 
result  of  the  multitudes  pray¬ 
ing,*  his  wife  told  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Center  for  Law  and  Justice 
(ACU)  on  May  9. 

“Our  sources  in  Iran  have 


concerned  dtiiens  mainly  in  the 
United  States. 

Though  many  will  rgoice  that 
Abedini,  a  US.  citizen  of  banian 
descent,  is  no  loaner  confined 
alone,  Jordan  Sekulow,  ACLTs 
executive  director,  noted  that  the 
pastor  remains  amtive  in  a  brutal 
Tehran  prison  ana  suffers  internal 
bleeding  from  repeated  beatings. 

■M  SOLITARY  on  p  9 


National  group  urges  Scouts  to  vote 
down  homosexual  policy  proposed 

NASHVILLE  (V)  —  Stand  with  Scouts,  a  ns-  icy  change  would  ‘devastate*  Scouting, 
tional  simulcast  by  the  Family  Research  Coun-  Stemberger  is  the  founder  of  OnMyHonor. 
dl  (FRC),  urged  viewers  to  preserve  Scouting's  net.  which  describes  itself  as  a  ‘nationwide 
traditional  values  by  opposing  a  policy  change  coalition  of  concerned  parents,  Scout  lead- 
to  allow  youth  who  identify  themselves  ss  gay  ers.  Scouting  donors.  Eagle  Scouts  and  other 
to  become  Scouts.  members  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  who 

Organizers  said  the  online  simulcast's  pur-  *re  united  in  their  support  of  Scouting's  cur- 
pose  May  5  was  to  provide  information  about  rent  membership  policies  and  their  opposition 
the  significance  of  the  proposed  change  and  proposed  resolution  which  requires  open 

how  people  can  get  involved.  hoi  .toseniality  In  the  Boy  Scouts.' 

The  proposed  policy,  unanimously  recom-  Perkins  encouraged  people  to 

mended  by  the  Boy  Scouts  Executive  Commit-  E™)'  f°T  the  May  23  vote  and  the  delegates, 
tee,  states  in  part,  ‘No  youth  may  be  denied  rt“,  *  three-part  strategy  to 

membership  in  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  on  the  connect  network,  and  reify, 
barns  of  sexual  orientation  or  preference  alone.’  ..  Sf#  “  ESEu by  SlgnJ."<r^  fo.r  e'2L"1 
The  matter  will  be  put  to  .  vote  by  Scouting  s  ££ 

1,432  voting  members  at  the  national  conven- 

tion  Mav  22  in  the  Dallaa-Fnrt  Worth  area  ence’  ,nd  lts  re*ourcea  ‘"dude  an  open  letter 


Organizers  said  I 
ae  May  5  was  to 
the  significance  of 


mended  by  the  Boy  Scouts  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee,  states  in  part,  ‘No  youth  may  be  denied 
membership  in  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  on  the 
basis  of  sexual  orientation  or  preference  alone.* 
The  matter  will  be  put  to  a  vote  by  Scouting's 
1,432  voting  members  at  the  national  conven¬ 
tion  May  23  in  the  Dallas-Fort  Worth  area. 

John  Stemberger,  an  attorney  and  Eagle 
Scout,  told  FRC  President  Tony  Perkins  the  pol- 


Federal  court  sides 
with  embattled  Holly 
Springs  church  plant 
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Just  for  the  Record 

...J. 

Cbnifieds  . 

WILLIAM  PERKINS 


While  the  battle  over  same  sex 
marriage  still  rages,  it  is  hard 
to  imagine  what  the  next  battle 
might  be.  However,  astute  observers  of 
the  marriage  debate  have  already  seen 
the  newest  challenge  to  the  definition  of 
marriage  -  polygamy. 

In  a  recent  article  on  SUte.com,  New 
York  City  writer  JiOian  Keenan  proposes 
that  the  legalization  of  polygamous  mar¬ 
riage  is  a  desired  result  of  the  current 
marriage  debate.  She  argues,  "While  the 
Supreme  Court  and  the  rest  of  us  are  all 
focused  on  the  human  right  of  marriage 
equality,  let’s  not  forget  mat  the  fight 
doesn't  end  with  same  sex  marriage.  We 
need  to  legalize  polygamy,  too.  Legalized 
polygamy  in  the  United  States  is  tne  consti¬ 
tutional,  feminist,  and  sex-positive  choice. 
More  importantly,  it  would  actually  help 
protect,  empower,  and  strengthen  women, 
children,  and  families." 


Guest  opinion 

with  Evan  Lenow 


It  would  rain  fetuses 
and  blood.’ 


same  sex  marriage  and  polygamy.  If  culture, 
and  specifically  the  government,  adopts  this 
new  definition  of  marriage,  then  Keenan  is 
right  There  will  be  no  choice  but  to  legalize 
polygamy  as  wen  as  same  sex  marriage. 

However,  Keenan  does  not  go  far 
enough.  Incest  is  the  next  step  of  pro¬ 
gression.  We  could  add  to  her  argument 
above:  "If  a  woman  wants  to  many  a  man, 
that’s  great  If  she  wants  to  marry  another 
woman,  that’s  great  too.  If  she  wants  to 
many  a  hipster,  weU  —  I  suppose  that’s  the 
price  erf  freedom." 

The  next  line  should  read:  "If  she 
even  wants  to  marry  her  brother,  that’s 


are  inherently  degrading  to  the  women 
involved  —  is  misguided.  The  case  for  po¬ 
lygamy  is,  in  Uct  a  feminist  one  and  shows 
women  the  respect  we  deserve.  Here's  the 
thing:  As  women,  we  reaDy  can  make  our 
own  choices.  We  just  might  choose  things 
people  don’t  like.  If  a  woman  wants  to 
many  a  man,  that’s  great  If  she  wants  to 
marry  another  woman,  that’s  great  too. 

If  she  wants  to  martyr  a  hipster,  well  —  I 
suppose  that’s  the  price  of  freedom.  And  if 
she  wants  to  many  a  mac  with  three  other 
whes,  that’s  her ...  choice." 

At  the  end  of  her  article,  she  gels  down  to 


Amazingly,  there  are  still  those  among 
us  who  would  defend  abortion  as  some 
noble  cause  to  benefit  both  a  woman 
who  doesn't  want  a  child  and  a  child 
who  would  otherwise  be  brought  into 
an  overcrowded  and  inhumane  world. 

E’en  more  amazingly,  these  same 
people  hold  up  as  selfless  heroes  the 
butchers  masquerading  as  doctors 
who  would  perform  such  a  proce¬ 
dure  on  a  desperate  woman  and  her 
defenadeas  child. 

When  authorities  raided  GcsneD’s 
abortion  clinic  in  a  search  for  ille¬ 
gal  drug  activity,  they  discovered  a 
tkenl  shop  of  honors.  Strewn  about 
the  dime  amid  bloody  rechnen  and 
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must  be  ‘fun,’  more  people  expect 
parents  to  be  loving,  supporting, 
encouraging,  and  understanding," 

McConnell  said. 

What  Americans  don’t  necessarily 
see  as  mandatory  traits  of  good  mothers 
and  fathers  are  religious  convictions, 
including  being  a  committed  Christian. 

For  mothers  (35%)  and  fathers  <31%), 
being  religious  garnered  a  slightly  high¬ 
er  return  man  being  a  committed  Chris¬ 
tian  (26%  for  both  mothers  and  fathers) 
on  the  survey  of  desired  traits. 

“Clearly  Americans  who  are  not 
Christians  themselves  would  not  be 
expected  to  value  a  Christian  commit¬ 
ment  among  parents  today,*  McCon-  more  like! 
nell  noted.  ‘'However,  three  out  of  four  vs.  26%  )  1 
Americans  indicate  their  religious  pref-  good  moth 
erence  is  Christian,  Catholic,  or  Protes-  “Being  1 

tant.  This  means  only  a  third  of  these  subjective.  _ _ 

people  appear  to  value  parents  model-  expectations  are  both  high  and  consis- 

rng  a  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ  to  tent,"  McConnell  said.  - 

their  children.  Tne  LifeWay  Research  survey  alsc 

“For  many  who  indicate  a  Christian  reveals  areas  where  expectations  foi 
type  religion,  this  preference  simply  mothers  and  fathers  differ.  Moit 
reflects  something  they  were  born  with  Americans  expect  mothers  to  be  ten 


Good  Fathers 


Good  Mothers 
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Tyndale  House  Publishers  battles  Obamacare  to  standstill 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  A 

leading  Bible  publisher  won 
another  court  victory  against 
the  Obama  administration’s 
abortion/contraceptive  man¬ 
date  on  May  3,  thanks  in  part 
to  the  administration's  own 
partial  retreat  in  the  case. 

The  publisher,  Tyndale 
House,  won  a  preliminary  in¬ 
junction  in  November  from 
a  lower  court  that  prevented 
the  government  from  enforc¬ 
ing  the  mandate,  which  forces 
businesses  such  as  Tyndale  to 
cover  contraceptives  that  can 
cause  chemical  abortions 

The  drugs  often  are  called 
“emergency  contraceptives' 
and  can  act  after  conception 
and  implantation,  and  come 


under  brand  names  such  as 
Plan  B  and  ella. 

The  administration  ap¬ 
pealed  that  injunction  to  tne 
U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  but 
eventually  asked  that  the  ap¬ 
peal  be  dismissed.  The  three 
justices  on  Friday  granted  the 
administration’s  request  and 
dismissed  it. 

The  injunction  will  remain 
in  place  while  the  case  itself, 
Tyndale  House  Publishers  u. 
Sebelius,  moves  forward.  The 
lower  court  judge,  Reggie  B. 
Walton,  had  said  in  his  No¬ 
vember  injunction  ruling  that 
Tyndale  likely  would  win  the 
overall  case. 

The  legal  group  Alliance 


Defending  Freedom  (ADF) 
says  the  government's  desire 
to  withdraw  its  own  appeal 
is  a  good  sign  for  religious 
liberty.  ADF  is  representing 
Tyndale. 

“Bible  publishers  should  be 
free  to  do  business  according 
to  the  book  that  they  publish, 
said  ADF  senior  legal  counsel 
Matt  Bowman.  “The  govern¬ 
ment  dismissed  its  appeal 
because  it  knows  how  ridicu¬ 
lous  it  sounds  arguing  that  a 
Bible  publisher  isn't  religious 
enough  to  qualify  as  a  reli¬ 
gious  employer. 

‘For  the  government  to  say 
that  a  Bible  publisher  isn't  re¬ 
ligious  is  outrageous,  and  now 
the  Obama  administration  has 


had  to  retreat  in  court.* 

Tyndale  is  among  the  25 
for-profits  that  have  obtained 
rulings  in  federal  court.  Of 
those,  the  for-profits  have 
won  injunctions  against  the 
administration  in  19  cases,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  tally  by  the  Beck- 
et  Fund  for  Religious  Liberty, 
placing  the  for-profits’  record 
at  19-6. 

In  his  November  decision, 
Walton  had  said  that  forcing 
Tyndale  to  obey  the  mandate 
would  also  force  it  to  vio¬ 
late  its  religious  beliefs.  “The 
contraceptive  coverage  man¬ 
date...  places  the  plaintiffs 
in  the  untenable  position  of 
choosing  either  to  violate  their 
religious  beliefs  by  providing 


coverage  of  the  contraceptives 
at  issue  or  to  subject  their 
business  to  the  continual  riA 
of  the  imposition  of  enormous 
penalties  for  its  noncompli¬ 
ance.  ...Government  action 
that  creates  such  a  Hobson’s 
choice  for  the  plaintiffs  amply 
shows  that  the  contraceptive 
coverage  mandate  substan¬ 
tially  burdens  the  plaintiffs' 
religious  exercise.' 

Although  the  Supreme 
Court  upheld  the  health  care 
law  last  summer,  it  did  not  ad¬ 
dress  the  issues  in  the  Tyndale 
case.  Tyndale,  based  in  Carol 
Stream,  III.,  with  260  full¬ 
time  employees,  functions  as 
a  thoroughly  Christian  orga¬ 
nization,  the  ADF  suit  states. 
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I\‘rsonttl  Review 

of  your  retirement  and  insurance 


The  title  of  this  article  comes  from  a 
statement  by  Ezekiel,  a  great  prophet 
of  God  who  had  a  huge,  compassion¬ 
ate  heart  for  the  people  of  God.  In  fact, 
as  you  read  Ezekiel  3: 15,  it  goes  on  to  say 
that  he  came  to  the  captives  that  had  been 
taken  away  from  their  homeland.  He  sat 
down  where  they  were  sitting  and  there 
he  remained  for  seven  days.  There  is  no 
mention  that  this  great  spokesman  for  God 
said  anything.  He  just  sat  where  they  sat 
He  saw  their  plight  He  felt  the  anguish  of 
their  hearts.  He  experienced  the  emptiness 
of  their  souls.  He  beyn  to  understand  in  a 

God  wanted  them  to  l»an?tD  be  back  in 
their  homeland. ‘I  sat  where  they  sat' 
Obviously,  Ezekiel  was  a  prophet  with 
a  pastor's  heart  While  there  were  great 
needs  among  God’s  people,  he  longed  net 
just  to  preach  to  them  but  to  fully  under¬ 
stand  and  as  best  he  could  feel  all  that  they 
were  going  through.  It  is  a  great  thing  for 
a  pastor  to  have  that  loving  and  longing 
concern  of  heart  to  share  with  their  people 
not  only  wisdom  and  words  but  their  fea- 
ings  and  compassion.  I  rejoice  and  am  so 
blessed  to  see  that  dimension  in  so  many 
of  our  fine  pastors  across  our  state.  I  would 
long  for  that  to  be  in  my  own  life  aba  In 
fact,  it  is  notjust  for  pastors  it  is  for  every¬ 
one.  It  is  for  Sunday  School  teachers  and 
leaders,  and  friends  and  folks  who  know 
the  Lord.  The  Apostle  Paul  would  write  in 
Romans  and  say,  “Rejoice  with  them  that 
do  rejoice,  and  weep  with  them  who  weep” 
(Rom.  12:15).  It  is  a  spiritual  dimension 
that  flows  through  us  when  we  actually 
experience  sitting  where  they  sit 
One  of  our  outstanding  pastors  was 
sharing  with  me  a  beautiful  practice  he  had 
in  his  own  life  as  the  pastor  of  a  church.  He 


bk  "  /. 

W  With  Jim  Fatral.  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


I  Sat  Where  They  Sat 


no  one  was  there.  This  caring  Stephen) 
knew  where  his  people  usually  sat  He 
would  go  into  the  auditorium  and  move 
from  seat  to  seat  to  seat,  sitting  and  praying 
for  them  individually.  Then  he  would  pray 
for  those  who  would  possibly  be  visiting 
and  for  those  who  would  come  needing  to 
know  the  Lord.  AD  of  us  would  be  helped 
immensely  if  we  would  pause  long  enough 
to  sit  where  they  sit  Let  me  make  just 
three  quick  suggestions. 

Sit  where  people  sit  economically. 
I  am  foDy  aware  that  virtually  no  one 
knows  what  someone  dse  is  going  through 
economically  and  financially.  But  when 
you  stop  ana  think  about  it,  you  may  rec- 


be  able  to  do  one  thing  to  help  change  their 
financial  condition.  But  just  understanding 
where  they  are  can  enable  you  to  treat  them 
with  a  new  care  and  concern  and  with  a 
new  level  of  tenderness. 

Let  me  suggest  to  you  that  you 
try  lotting  where  they  sit  education¬ 
ally.  Especially  for  pastors  and  teach¬ 
ers,  it  is  important  to  have  some  sense  of 
where  people  are  so  that  you  will  be  able 
to  relate  to  them.  It  is  probably  the  height 
of  arrogance  when  pec^rle  think  that  they 
are  superior  to  other  people  because  they 
know  more  or  know  something  that  other 
people  do  not  know.  The  fact  is  that  every 
person  you  see  and  everyone  you  know  has 
knowledge  of  some  things  of  which  you  are 


you  stop  and  think  about  it,  you  may  rec-  knowledge  ot  some  things  01  wtuen  you  a 

ognize  simply  by  getting  a  glimpse  of  a  part  probably  totally  ignorant  Ahard  work- 
oftheir  struggle  you  are  able  to  understand  tng  member  of  my  church  was  doing  son 
their  stress  and  maybe  their  sourness  a  lit-  work  at  our  house  fixing  some  plumbing 

tie  better.  You  may  be  able  to  do  something 
to  help,  but  on  the  other  hand  you  may  nut 


and  said,  “Well  preacher,  anybody  can  do 
this."  1  said,  "Well,  I  can't  I  do  not  know 
how  in  the  world  that  you  do  what  you  do.’ 
He  said,  “Do  you  know  aD  that  it  takes  to  be 

a  good  plumber?”  I  said,  “No  Sir.”  He  said, 
“AD  that  you  have  got  to  know  is  which  way 
water  runs  and  what  day  is  payday.”  Well,  I 
can  teD  you  for  a  fact  it  takes  some  knowing 

beyond  that 

I  was  talking  to  a  man  just  the  other 
day  that  was  so  faithful  in  his  church,  but 
he  would  not  go  to  any  of  the  Bible  study 


issues.  I  told  him,  “I  wish  I  knew  how  to  do 
this  kind  of  work.'  He  looked  at  me  funny 


because  he  was  such  a  poor  reader.  He  was 
afraid  that  someone  might  call  on  him.  It 
is  extremely  helpful  in  a  thousand  ways  to 
know  where  people  are  educationally  so 
that  you  can  seek  to  relate  to  them  with 
meaning  and  care. 

It  is  a  tremendous  thing  to  sit 
where  people  sit  emotionally.  Some¬ 
times  terrible  tragedy  strikes  a  community 
or  the  congregation  at  large.  We  come  to 
worship  and  the  worship  leaders  try  to  turn 
the  moment  into  a  carnival  atmosphere. 
They  are  not  paying  attention  to  the  fact 
that  there  are  families  sitting  in  those  seats 
before  diem  whose  houses  were  blown 
away,  or  whose  family  dwelling  burned  to 
the  nound,  or  maybe  theyiust  received 
wore  that  their  son  was  lolled  serving  in 
Iraq  or  Afghanistan. 

It  may  not  always  be  possible  to  know 
where  people  are  in  any  of  these  areas. 
When  we  make  the  effort  to  seek  to  under¬ 
stand  where  they  are,  it  changes  the  way  we 
are.  And  maybe,  just  maybe  rf  we  make  the 
effort  to  sit  vmere  they  sit,  they  will  do  the 
same  for  us  when  we  are  sitting  in  a  mess. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at  dinc- 
tions@mbcb.org. 
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»3  SBC  ANNUAL  MEETING  ANO  PASTORS  CONFERENCE 

Juno  10-12, 2013  George  R.  Brown  Convention  Center,  Houston 
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Joey  Smith 
was  licensed  to 
the  gospel 
ministry 
Jan.  13  by 


Shown  are 
Oenise  Smith, 
Smith,  and  pas¬ 
tor  Paul  Smith. 


The  State  Keyboard  Festival 
was  held  in  the  chapel  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board  February  23. 
Students  participating  were 
awarded  summer  scholar¬ 
ships  based  on  their  scores 
of  Superior  Shown  are  Ra 
chel  Baker,  Pinetake  Church, 
Brandon;  Lane  Williamson. 
West  Heights  Church,  Pon¬ 
totoc;  McKenzie  Garrison, 
Piney  Grove  Church,  Ran¬ 
dolph;  and  Gabriella  Loia- 
cano.  Church  of  the  Good 
Shepherd,  Pass  Christian. 


FELLOWSHIP  CHURCH,  MATHISTON.  held  a  baby  dedication  Apr. 
28.  Shown  are  the  children  and  their  families.  Ralph  Cain,  pastor. 
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ordained  Blake 
Boyd  and  Matt 
Simpson  as 
deacons.  Shown 
are  Mindy  Boyd, 
Boyd,  pastor 
Floyd  Davis, 
Simpson,  and 
Breann  Simpson. 


FELLOWSHIP  CHURCH,  STATELINE,  recognized  its  2013 
graduates  with  a  special  program  in  which  they  all  received 
Bibles,  followed  by  a  reception  that  night 


PARKWAY 

CHURCH. 

KOSCIUSKO. 

recognized  and  hon¬ 
ored  John  Chaney, 
Jesse  Crosby,  Don 
Edwards,  Joel  Ed¬ 
wards,  Charles 
Nowell,  Buster  Oliver, 
and  Johnny  Watson  as 
deacon  emeriti  Mar. 
24.  Shown  are  Crosby, 
Joel  Edwards,  Don 
Edwards,  and  Oliver. 
Derrick  Wilson,  pastor. 


BOVINA  CHURCH,  VICKSBURG. 

honored  their  church  secretary,  Erma  Hill, 
with  a  reception,  plaque,  and  gift  for  25 
years  of  service.  Chas  Rowland,  pastor. 


GRACEWOOD 
CHURCH. 
SOUTHAVEN. 

is  now  the  first 
Mississippi 
F.AJ.TH.  Riders 
Chapter.  FAITH. 

Riders  is  a  ^ 
national  church 
based  motor¬ 
cycle  ministry. 
The  Gracewood 
chapter  held  their 
commissioning 
service  Apr.  28. 


Just  for  the  Record 


LIBERTY  HILL 
CHURCH. 
POPE,  recently 
held  graduate 

recognition  ser¬ 
vices  honoring 
the  dess  of  2013. 
Shown  are  Chad 
Williams.  Sa¬ 
vanna  Williams. 
Hunter  Smith. 
Ashleigh  Smith, 
Zachary  Sellers, 
Amber  Ander¬ 
son,  and  pastor 
Jay  Anderson. 


PARKWAY  CHURCH  KOSCIUSKO,  licensed  Daniel  Foiten 
the  ministry  Mar.  24.  Shown  are  Tony,  Harley,  Diane, 


berry  to 

The  children  and  Danie|  Fortenberry  and  pastor  Derrick  Wilson 

of  CALVARY  _ 

CHURCH. 

BOGUE  -V 

CHrrro,  pre-  V 

sented  a  must  iQK*'  f  ^  I.,..  .ffijf  I 

(of  A 

Dannv  Creel  ^aPS?, '  ■ 

music  Minister  jj 

directed  the 


The 
children's 
choir  of 

GOOD- 

WATER 


the  musical 
I  Can  Only 
Imagine  Apr. 

28.  Sandy 
Johnson  and 
Amy  Rogers, 


In  othor  Church  Nows: 

>  First  Church.  Lake,  will  be 
hosting  a  retirement  reception  for 
Ken  and  Matt  McLemore  for  30 
years  of  service  June  a,  1  -  4  P-m- 


JONES  ASSOCIATION, 

honored  John  C.  Hilfaun  Apr. 
20-21  in  recognition  of  66 
yeers  of  ministry.  Hilbum  wes 
treated  to  e  reception  Saturday, 
and  Sunday  wes  set  aaide  aa 
John  C.  Hilbun  Day,  with  special 
music,  poems,  scripture,  special 
presentations  from  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  Boerd, 
the  Jones  Association,  and 
Sand  Hill  Church. 


NEW  LIBERTY  CHURCH. 
SCOTT  ASSOCIATION,  licensed 
DaAnna  McCurdy  into  the  music 
ministry  July  22,  2012.  Shown  are 
McCurdy  and  pastor  Paul  Smith. 


MEMBERS  OF  PLEASANT  RIDGE  CHURCH.  WOOD 
LAND,  built  handicap  ramps  to  the  front  of  the  thurth  and 
fellowship  hall.  Shown  •  re  Wed#  Mathis,  Oliver  Nelson. 
George  WMhington.  Lewis  Easter,  and  Bruce  Pepper. 
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College  News 


Thirty-one  students  were  inducted  into  the  WILLIAM  CAREY  UNIVERSITY  chapter  of  Sigma 
Beta  Delta  International  Honor  Society  for  Business,  Management,  and  Administration  on  April 
13.  Students  who  were  able  to  attend  the  ceremony  were  (first  row,  left  to  right)  Stella  Mclver, 
Columbia;  Jessica  Pierce,  Hattiesburg;  Belinda  Gandy,  Hattiesburg;  Shelby  Kellogg-  Hattiesburg; 
Shelly  Autmon,  Ocean  Springs; Tiffany  Smith,  Gulfport;  Mallory  Batte,  Mount  Olive;  (back  row, 
left  to  right)  Michael  Gelsinger;  Gulfport;  Robert  Higdon,  Gulfport;  Eric  Smith,  Biloxi;  Brandon 
Blakeney,  Laurel;  Eleftherios  'Lefty'  Lazaridis,  Katerini,  Greece;  Patrick  Earley,  Raceland.  La.; 
Stefan  Sartori,  Belgrade,  Serbia; Terry  Ferrell,  Ocean  Springs;,  and  Brett  Stewart,  Laurel. 

MISSISSIPPI  M 

several  alumni  into  . 

S [torts  sBj  ^ 

•  t  9  -s  <.-•<:  "  i  JH  /  {,’ i  ‘  *  •’  HnpgnH 

ers  Brenda  Phillips 

Me  Director  Mike  *,  If  *^SSfc 

Jones,  Scott  Water-  4  1V.l' •;?  !* 

Sumlin,  Gene  Smith,  |^Pw|b  j|  jQHBgi  I  jH§pPpJJr 

Harry  Upton. 


WILLIAM  CAREY  UNIVERSITY  held  a  50-Year  Alumni  Lun 
cheon  at  noon  in  the  Student  Conference  Center  on  Friday, 
April  12.  At  the  luncheon,  Cindy  Cofield,  alumni  director  at 
WCU, Tommy  King,  president,  recognized  alumni  from  the 
class  of  1963  and  presented  them  with  a  medallion.  Pic¬ 
tured  are  the  1963  alumni  with  (far  right)  King. 


VMLLIAM  CAREY  UMVERSfTY  hosted  the  Bivocational  and 
Small  Church  Leadership  Network  (BSCLN)  National  Cetobretion 
April  18^0.  The  conference,  titled  Networking  w»t *■  1 “"V. 

included  numerous  meetings,  lectures,  music  led  by  VVCLft  School 
of  Music,  breakout  sessions,  a  banquet  and  other  social  events. 
Program  personalities  included  Philip  Capies,  professor  of  reli¬ 
gion  at  Caskey  Divinity  School  of  Louisiana  CoHege.  WnwiNe.  La. 
Bobby  and  Pennie  Clark.  Abbott  Baptist  Church  of  Mansfield.  Ark.. 
Tim  Dowdy,  pastor  of  Eagle's  Landing  First  Baptist  Oiurch,  Mc¬ 
Donough.  Ga.;  Don  Dunavent  pastor  of  Clarksdale  Baptist  Church, 
Jim  Futral,  executive  director  of  the  Missiseippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion;  Sammy  Gilbreath,  director  of  evangelism  for  the  Alabama 
Board  of  Missions;  Ray  Gilder.  BSCLN  Notional  coordinator  from 
McMinnville,  Term.;  Kenny  Heath,  asaodational  missionary  of  West 
am  Baptist  Association  of  Cumberland,  MO; Tommy  King,  presi¬ 
dent  of  WCU,  and  Joe  Young,  pastor  and  MRM  coordinator  from 
Charleston.  Shown  are  Gilder  and  Suzanne  and  Randy  Davis. 


Tommy  King,  president  of  W1UJAM  CAREY  uwvww  t 
is  shown  welcoming  everyone  to  Honors  Day  Convoca 
held  on  April  24  in  Smith  Auditorium.Thls  annual  event 
honors  students  and  faculty  for  their  achievements,  while 
also  recognizing  scholarship  donors  and  recipients.  - 
merous  awards  were  given  and  scholarships  and  achie 
menta  recognized.  _ 

WILLIAM  CAREY  BP^B  , 

UNIVERSITY  students  ■  <VU*t  •  ;r  fi  ■'  K  j 

Courtney  Lauren  Dalev  of  El  r  v  S 

Carson  and  Patrick  Earley  B  C' fl  V  I 

of  Raceland,  La  .  received  I  '  '  tfWak  1 

the  Jenkins  Chastain  B  1  .  f  .  '  «  ,/  ! 

Citizenship  Award  at  JT/  " 

WClI's  2013  Honors  Con  ■  .  | 

vocation  on  April  24.  The  ’ 

highest  honor  given  by  ^ -  rmt-j  it# 
the  university,  it  recog-  Uf 

nizes  students  who  have  *  jf 

made  the  most  significant 
contributions  to  student  M  ^^B  k  ■ 

and  campus  life  in  exam-  B  V  ■ 

plifying  those  qualities  of  ■ 

citizenship  upheld  by  the  ■  WE?  Jt  . 

university.  V  — 


WILLIAM  CAREY  UNIVER¬ 
SITY'S  Frank  Bsugh,  assistant 
professor  of  psychology  and 


behavioral  medicine,  dean 
of  the  School  of  Natural  end 
Behavioral  Sciences,  and 
graduate  dean,  and  (sitting) 
Courtney  Lauren  Daley  of  Car- 


Southwestern  prof  McBeth,  81,  dies  in  Ft.  Worth 


FORT  WORTH,  Tex  a*  IBP)  -  H.  Leon  Mc¬ 
Beth,  distinguished  professor  of  church  his¬ 
tory  for  45  years  at  Southwestern  Seminary, 
died  April  29  in  Fort  Worth.  He  was  81. 

McBeth  was  honored  by  the  Baptist  His¬ 
tory  and  Heritage  Society  this  spring  with 
a  festschrift  (a  volume  of  writings  contrib¬ 
uted  by  different  authors  as  a  tribute  to  a 
scholar)  in  its  Baptist  History  &  Heritage 
journal.  The  publication  was  placed  in  the 
mail  the  same  week  as  McBeth's  death. 

His  1987  text.  The  Baptist  Heritage: 
Four  Centuries  of  Baptist  Witness,  ahm 
called  “the  big  blue  book,’  became  used 
widely  in  Southern  Baptist  seminaries  and 
other  academic  settings. 

‘Anyone  who  sat  in  one  of  Dr.  McBeth's 
classes  or  seminars  can  verify  that  he  also 
set  the  standard  as  a  master  stoiyteUer," 
Michael  E.  Williams,  dean  and  professor  of 
history  at  Dallas  Baptist  University,  writes 
in  one  of  the  festschrift  articles. 

McBeth  earned  a  doctor  of  theology  de¬ 
gree  in  1961  from  Southwestern  and  a  bach¬ 
elor  of  divinity  degree  there  in  1957  after 
earning  an  undergraduate  degree  at  Way- 
land  Baptist  University  in  Texas  in  1954. 

He  began  teaching  at  Southwestern  as  a 
doctoral  student  in  1958  and  was  elected  to 
the  full-time  faculty  in  i960. 

McBeth  received  distinguished  alum¬ 
nus  awards  from  Southwestern  in  2001 
and  Wayland  in  1992  and  the  Baptist  Gen¬ 
eral  Convention  in  Texas’  George  W.  Truett 
Award  for  Excellence  in  Ministry  in  2001. 
He  was  honored  with  a  2008  festschrift 
from  Mercer  University  Press. 

In  addition  to  The  Baptist  Heritage,  Mc¬ 
Beth's  other  books  include  A  Sourcebook 
for  Baptist  Heritage;  Texas  Baptists:  A  Sea- 
quicentennial  History;  Women  in  Baptist 


Life;  and  The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Dallas. 

McBeth's  book  on  the  history  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Sunday  School  Board  (BSSB  —  now 
LifeWay  Christian  Resource  ),  however, 
was  never  published.  His  Celeorating  Heri¬ 
tage  and  Hope  history  of  the  boanfs  first 
100  years,  written  under  contract,  prompt¬ 
ed  extensive  deliberations  among  editors  of 
then-Broadman  Press,  BSSB  administra¬ 
tors,  trustees  and  attorneys  whether  it  ac¬ 
corded  balanced  treatment  to  conservatives 
and  moderates  during  the  1980s. 

The  trustees'  then-chairman  called  it 
“unbalanced.*  McBeth  called  it  a  “balanced 
interpretive  history.’ 


McBeth  had  chaired  the  trustees  of  the 
SBCs  former  Historical  Commission  and 
was  president  of  the  Baptist  History  and 
Heritage  Sodnty.  A  native  of  the  Texas  pan¬ 
handle,  he  was  pastor  of  churches  in  west¬ 
ern  and  central  Texas  in  his  early  ministry. 

McBeth  w  is  preceded  in  death  by  his 
first  wife,  Ada  Miller  McBeth,  and  a  son, 
Mark.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Thelma 
Grace  McBeth;  a  daughter,  Ruth  Ann  Rugg; 
two  sons,  Jerry  and  David;  12  grandchil¬ 
dren;  and  three  great-granddiiklren. 

His  funeral  was  May  4  at  University 
Church  in  Fort  Worth,  with  burial  at  Green¬ 
wood  Memorial  Park. 


CD  or  IRA 

Maturing? 


4-7% 

First  Year 
GUARANTEED 

Indudtt  nr*  Year  Bonus 


L.D.  O’Mire 


Diking  aspect  of 
includes  social 


PROPOSAL 

coot,  from  p.  1 

to  the  voting  delegates  of  the 
National  Council  of  the  Boy 
Scouts  of  America  titled,  “Ten 
reasons  to  vote  no  on  openly 
gay  Boy  Scout  resolution. 

Stemberger  asked  that  vot¬ 
ing  delegates  identify  them¬ 
selves  when  signing  up  at  the 
site. 

The  netwoi 

the  strategy _ _  . _ 

media  channels  such  as  Face- 
book  and  Twitter  to  circulate 
information. 

Rallies  to  support  the 
Scouts’  longstanding  policy 
will  be  held  May  17  at  area 
councils.  Scouts  and  others 
concerned  about  the  proposed 
change  are  encouraged  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  one  of  the  rallies,  to 
be  held  from  noon  to  1:30  p.m. 
local  time  around  the  country. 

Throughout  the  simulcast, 
speakers  addressed  the  ma¬ 
jor  issues  the  Boy  Scouts  will 
face  If  they  allow  membership 
to  openly  homosexual  boys, 
underscoring  the  importance 
of  taking  action  to  "preserve 
Scouting  as  its  founders  envi¬ 
sioned  it.“ 

“It’s  all  about  convictions,’ 
said  Congressman  Steven 
Palazzo,  R.-Miss.,  who  ex¬ 
pressed  concern  that  the  Boy 
Scouts  are  being  “harassed  ana 
ridiculed  Iw  liberal  media'  for 
their  beliefs.  “If  we  can't  stand 
up  for  the  Boy  Scouts,  then 


wha>  does  America  stand  for?’ 

Texas  Gov.  Rick  Perry,  an 
Eagle  Scout  and  supporter  of 
tnat  b 


the  current  policy  that  bans 
openly  homosexual  boys  and 
men  from  participating  in 
Scouting,  described  Scout-  and  say 


ing  as  a  bedrock  of  values  and 
traditions  and  a  developer  of 
men. 


Concerning  the  proposed 
change  Perry  said.  “I  hope  the 
American  people  will  stand  up 
r,  'Not  on  my  watch.'" 


SCRIPTURE  SCRnmiUE 


ADN  SHTI  SI  HET  REOCRD  TTAH 
DGO  ATHH  GENVI  SU  LTERENA  LIEF 
DNA  ISTH  LFIE  SI  NI  ISH  NSO.  EH 
TATH  ATHH  HTE  NOS  HTHA  FLIE; 
NAD  EH  THTA  THHA  OTN  TEH  OSN 
FO  ODG  HTAH  TNO  ELFI. 

FSTIR  NJOH  IVEF  :  EVLNEE  -  EWLTVE 


Have  fun  with  scrambled  words  and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  Unscramble  each  word  to  discover  the  verse  or 
verses  from  the  King  James  Version.  For  an  extra  challenge, 
unscramble  the  passage  first  before  unscrambling  the  scrip-’ 
tn  re  reference. 


Need  n  light? 

esus  said,  "I  :nn  (he  light  of  the  world. 
\\  lincscr  follows  nil'  will  no!  walk 
in  darkness  toil  will  hair  iht* 
light  of  lire."  1  .loll  11  X:  1 2 1 

Simply  share  tile  following  praier 
with  <iod  in  your  own  words: 

1.  I  old.  I  admit  that  I  fired  mu. 

\ 

v  >  1  han  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  lor  mi  sins 
and  Ireedom  from  eternal 

death.  <  I  repent. I 
•••  I  Inline  Jesus  died  and  ruse 
from  till'  "rule  to  Inrgisi  my  sins 
and  in  restore  my  relationship 
v  with  you.  1 1  he  lie  11  in  Jesus. 1 
,  I-  Hi  faith.  I  mi  ill  Jesus  Christ 

into  my  lili  .  I  rom  this  time  on. 

I  B  ant  lo  lise  in  a  losing  relationship 
"ith  1 1  im .  1 1  reeeis  e  Christ  as 
ms  Sas  ior  and  Lord.) 

"Hut  as  many  as  reeeiietl  him.  to  them  he  gaic 
•he  right  to  Income  children  ol  (.od.es ell  lir 
those  who  believe  in  his  name.”  i.lohn  l:l’i 
If  sou  make  a  decision  tort  hrisl  todas,  contact  a 
local  Southern  Baptist  church  for  spiritual  guidance. 
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SOLITARY 

corn,  from  p.  1 

"The  severity  of  his  medical 
condition  remains  a  concern  as 
he  began  complaining  of  symp- 


ment  “is  a  direct  result  of  the 
multitudes  praying.* 

*1  am  relieved  my  hus¬ 
band  is  out  of  solitary,  but 
still  I  am  deeply  concerned 
about  Saeed’s  Health,*  Nagh- 


FIRST  CHURCH. 
MOUNT  OLIVE. 

has  called  Bob  Phil¬ 
lips  as  pastor.  He 
and  his  wife  Susan, 
shown,  come  from 
Homes  of  Hope  for 
Children  in  Pur¬ 
vis.  He  has  pas- 
tored  churches  in 
Louisiana  and  West 
Virginia,  and  served 
as  a  church  planter 
in  Vermont.  They 
have  three  grown 
children  who  live  in 
North  Carolina  and 
Texas  and  have  one 
grandchild. 

i  other  Staff  News:  formation,  call  (601)  635-2835. 

►  Mark  McDaniel,  Decatur,  ►  Al  Green.  First  Church, 

available  for  pulpit  supply.  Bey  St.  Louis,  is  retiring  as  pas- 

!  was  pastor  of  Grace  United  tor.  He  and  his  wife,  Emily,  will 


was  placed  in  solitary  confine-  went.  “While  this  is  a  small 
ment,’  Sekulow  wrote  May  9.  victory,  1  am  still  demand- 
Sekulow  did  not  know  the  in8  justice  be  done  and  that 
fete  of  the  nine  other  prisoners  Saet-d  be  released. * 
who  also  were  placed  in  solitary  More  than  575.000  people 

confinement  in  Evin  prison  at-  have  signed  a  petition  for  Abe- 
ter  a  peaceful  protest  over  the  Mini's  release  at  SaveSaeed. 
lack  of  medical  care  received  org.  and  his  case  continues  to 
by  Abedini  and  others.  receive  international  attention. 

Previous  reports  indicated  “Ail  of  this  has  led  to  unpar- 

care  was  being  denied  because  alleled  pressure  cm  the  Iranian 
Abedini  as  a  Christian  is  con-  regime,"  Sekulow  wrote.  "The 
sidered  “unclean."  more  pressure  is  placed  on 

“We  are  hopeful  that  Pastor  Iran  —  the  more  Iran  is  put  on 
Saeed's  early  return  to  the  gen-  notice  that  the  world  is  watch- 
eral  population  of  Ward  350  is  ing  its  unconsdonabie  human 
a  sign  that  international  pres-  rights  abuses  —  the  regime  is 
sure  on  Iran  is  beginning  to  forced  to  take  action." 
have  an  effect,"  Sekulow  wrote.  The  Mississippi  Legisla- 
Abedini’s  wife  Naghmeh,  ture  in  its  2013  regular  session 
who  grew  up  mostly  in  the  passed  a  resolution  calling  for 
United  States  and  trees  with  Abedini  s  release.  The  Iranians 
her  family  in  Idaho,  said  his  continue  to  imprison  Chris- 
release  from  solitary  confine-  tians  on  a  variety  of  charges. 


Submission  Guidelines  ^ 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  news  and 

photographa  of  special  events  that  take  place  in  cooperating 
churches  of  the  Mhsisaippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The  Baptist  Record 
must  be  either  (a)  typewritten,  (b)  neatly  primed  on  8  1/2 
by  11-inch  paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized  forms 


OMign.  ttoriaton.  taper.  Fu  lustrations  to 
601-463-7958  01  at  80Q36S-2705 


601-502- 


Try  our  piano  C0»  tor  durum  to  *ra  M  C0N00S:  GULF  SHORES  S  ORANGE 
PtoWic.  Chcnaas.  Me  -  Worehip  BEACH,  AL  RwH  Direct  tom  Oman 
Stem  Rmoutom  1-677-977-6800  FREE  F«m4y0«™n,  Lo-mPncreontwBtodl 
DEMO!  SpacM  Church  Prang!  «*»  «*».  «mw.gutohore«condo»  com  <t% IW. 
anoods.com  julhhoiwconaos  oom>  251-550-9421 .205- 

rattwson  PAamHO  AND  uB  ^ _ 


lion  items  are  generally  not  publishable.  Photographs  can 
not  be  returned.  Please  do  not  attach  photos  with  tape  or 

staples. 

A*  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  and  all  photographs 
are  subject  to  cropping.  Photographs  must  depict  people 
No  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only  photographs  win  be 
primed.  News  items  and/or  photographs  can  be  published 
one  time  only.  News  items  and/or  photographs  depicting 
benefits  and  activities  for  secular  or  outside  organizations 
I'd  not  be  published.  Deadline  for  submitting  news  a  one 
**ek  prior  to  requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will  be  published  on  a 

•Pocfrevatobie  (Mere 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The  Baptist  Record.  P.0. 
530.  Jackson.  MS  39205-0530  FAX:  (601 )  292-3330. 


Editor's  note:  Telsa  De¬ 
Berry  can  be  contacted  at  opu- 
lenthfepastor<ti>gmail.com. 
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Becoming  a  Person  Others  Need  •  Proverbs  6:6-11,  16-19,  23-27 

Martin  Luther  is  credited  with  say-  tament  promotes  this  teaching  as  well,  factions  in  relationships:  stirring  up  “dis-  pun 
ing  "You  cas’t  stop  the  birds  from  flying  Paul  sak),  "we  gave  you  this  rule:  If  a  man  sension  among  brothers*  (vs.  19  NIV).  peac 
over  your  head,  but  you  can  keep  them  will  not  work,  he  shall  not  eat'  (a  Thess.  These  negative  traits  are  readily  seen  troll 
from  making  a  nest  in  your  hair.*  Daily,  3:10  NIV).  Being  a  good  and  faithful  em-  in  the  world  today.  Believers  are  to  avoid  top 
we  face  decisions  that  test  our  moral  fi-  pioyee  honors  God  in  the  workplace,  and  such.  Having  integrity  wiU  cauaeuatoaeek  ter> 
her.  Temptations  to  choose  the  wrong  prevents  one  from  being  a  burden  tooth-  the  reverse  orf  these,  modeling  humility,  one 


Martin  Luther  is  credited  with  say¬ 
ing  "Yon  can’t  stop  the  birds  from  flying 
over  your  head,  but  you  can  keep  them 
from  making  a  nest  in  your  hair.*  Daily, 
we  free  decisions  that  test  our  moral  fi¬ 
ber  Temptations  to  choose  the  wrong 
piths  are  like  those  birds  overhead. 
Keeping  our  eyes  fixed  on  Jesus  (see 
Hebrews  12:1-2)  can  prevent  the  “nest- 
building’ process. 

This  third  study  of  the  “Extraordinary 
Relationships*  series  (from  Proverbs) 
challenges  us  to  consider  three  character 
traits  that  will  benefit  both  us  and  others 
(and  especially  those  dear  to  us):  dili¬ 
gence,  integrity,  and  purity.  Good  traits 
strengthen  relationships;  had  ones  tear 
them  down.  What  impact  is  your  charac¬ 
ter  having  on  those  who  know  you? 

A  diligent  work  ethic  is  exemplified 
by  the  lowly  ant  (Prov  6:6-8).  The  lazy 
Person  is  told  to  “observe  its  ways  and 
be  wise”  (vs.  6  HCSB).  Without  an  over- 
leer,  the  tiny  insect  makes  good  use  of 
its  days,  ascertaining  its  needs  will  be 
met  in  time  of  plenty  and  in  want.  The 
ooe  who  shirks  responsibility  in  lieu  of 
Vending  too  much  time  resting  and 
•leeping  is  warned  to  change  his  ways,  or 

Csty  and  need  will  sneak  up  on  him 
1  bandit. 

“Whatever  your  hand  finds  to  do,  do 
h  with  all  your  might,’  says  the  writer  of 
Ecclesiastes  (9:10  NTV).  The  New  Tes- 


prevents  one  from  being  a  burden  to  oth-  dm  mam  of  these:  modeling  humility, 
era  (of  course,  a  workaholic  ia  not  to  be  truthfulness  and  forgiveness,  and  being 
highly-esteemed;  a  good  sense  of  balance  an  encourager  and  a  peacemaker.  James 
: _ : 1  \  u/a  UWV..1/4  /Lv  umll  kn  imnrwcc  rpminH«  ns  that  were  “to  keen  lour- 


nigniyTMcciiicu,  a  jwu 

is  required).  We  would  do  well  to  impress  reminc 
this  virtue  on  our  children  at  an  earty  age.  selves) 
Demonstrating  integrity  is  highlighted  (James 

in  verses  16-  _  - 

19  our  fo- 
cal  passage. 

Solomon 

IS*  ””  BjMi  Studies  for  Life 

X?r.cS?  iff imXmifcmn*" 

finds  detest¬ 
able.  In  the  ,  . 

NIV  Matthew  Henry  Commentary,  the  exhort 
author  explains;  “God  hates  every  sin.  and  he 
But  there  are  some  sins  which  he  does  ing  to  I 
in  a  special  manner  hate;  and  all  those  to  star 
here  mentioned  are  such  as  are  injuri-  warms 
ous  to  our  neighbor  "  The  list  begins  with  ing  eye 
“haughty  eyes  (vs.  17  NIV).  “Pnde  ia  the  mglyii 
first  because  it  is  at  the  bottom  of  much  step  dc 
sin,'  says  Henry.  The  list  includes  lying,  Pau 
shedding  innocent  blood,  and  planning  run  fr 
wicked  schemes;  it  ends  with  causing  Flee 


rise  of  balance  an  encourager  and  a  peacemaker.  James 
ell  to  impress  reminds  us  that  we  re  “to  keep  [our- 
t  an  early  age.  selves)  from  being  polluted  by  the  world" 
is  highlighted  (James  1:27  NIV).  Persons  of  integrity 

are  an  as- 
set  to  their 
family 

W  their  com- 

Studies  for  Life  mUTh?rdly, 

■L  \  t  we  e  to 

Ann  Maniscalco  /■  seek  lives 

of  purity. 
In  Proverbs 

6:20-23, 

Solomon 

imentary,  the  exhorts  his  son  to  continually  recall 
tes  every  sin.  and  heed  his  parents'  teachings.  Hold- 
fhich  he  does  ing  to  the  Lords  commands  gives  power 
and  all  those  to  stand  against  sexual  sin.  The  son  is 
as  are  injuri-  warned  about  the  smooth  talk  and  allur- 
st  begins  with  ing  eyes  of  the  adulterous  woman.  Seem- 
I.  “Pride  is  die  ingly  innocent  flirtations  can  be  the  first 
ttom  of  much  step  down  the  road  to  ruin, 
ndudes  lying,  Paul  tells  youira  Timothy  things  to 
and  planning  run  from  ana  others  to  run  toward: 
with  causing  “Flee  the  evil  desires  of  youth,  and 


pursue  righteousness,  faith,  love  and 
peace,’  (2  Tim.  2:22  NIV).  And  uncon¬ 
trolled  ‘evil  desires'  can  lead  not  only 
to  physical  sexual  sin,  but  mental  adul¬ 
tery  as  well;  Jesus  clearly  warned,  “any¬ 
one  who  looks  at  a  woman  lustfully  has 
already  committed  adultery  with  her  in 
his  heart'  (Matt.  5:28  NTV).  With  the 
internet  giving  easy  access  to  the  por¬ 
nography  plethora,  one  can  be  trapped 
in  nis  or  her  own  home  by  this  family- 
destroyer.  In  a  Baptist  Press  article 
(“Confronting  the  Scourge  of  Pornogra¬ 
phy’),  Barrett  Duke  says  this  ensnare- 
ment  causes  “isolation  from  members 
of  the  opposite  sex  and  the  loss  of  re¬ 
lationships  that  give  meaning  to  life.’ 
Marriages  are  decimated  by  resulting 
feelings  of  betrayal  and  insecurity,  ana 
loss  of  genuine  intimacy,  the  author 
adds.  “Can  a  man  embrace  fire  and  his 
clothes  not  be  burned?”  Solomon  rhe¬ 
torically  asks  (Prov.  6:27  HCSB). 

Pursuing  diligence,  integrity  and  pu¬ 
rity  requires  constant  vigilance.  Be 
serious!  Be  alert!’  as  Satan  is  “looking 
for  anyone  he  can  devour"  (1  Peter  5:8 
HCSB).  However,  victory  can  be  assured 
by  having  God’s  armor  in  position  (Ephe¬ 
sians  6:10-18)  and  His  word  in  our  heart 
(Psalm  119:11). 

Maniscalco  is  a  member  of 
LeMoyne  Boulevard  Church,  Biloxi. 


ievivals  &  Homecomings 

►Lucian  Church.  Franklin  Aaron  and  Amy  Walker,  music; 

Modation:  Homecoming,  Carroll  Walker,  pastor. _ 

lay  19;  services,  10:30  a.m.,  ►  Wheeler  Grove  Ohim*. 
•flowed  by  dinner  on  the  Corinth:  Homecoming.  Miy 
round;  Owen  King,  speaker,  19;  P«*y*  ta  concert>  10  *-m 


fr  CeuseyviUe  Church.  Lau¬ 
derdale  County;  Homecom¬ 
ing,  May  19;  service,  11  a.m., 
followed  by  lunch;  Jessie  Napp, 
speaker,  Ryan  Moore,  pastor, 
fr  Fellowship  Church.  Merid¬ 
ian:  Revival,  May  19  -  aa;  6:30 
p.m.  nightly;  Phil  Winning- 
ham,  speaker,  Chris  Lee,  mu¬ 


sic;  Corey  Pontan,  pastor, 
fr  Uborty  Church,  Newton 

Revival,  May  19  -  aa;  Sun.,  11 
a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed., 
7  p.m.;  Nick  Holden,  speaker; 
Gary  Thorne  and  Jeff  Hardy, 
music. 

fr  BeNevue  Church,  Pontotoc 
County:  Homecoming.  May 


19;  services,  11  a.m.,  followed 
by  fellowship  meal;  Brett  Wil¬ 
liams,  speaker,  Tommy  In- 
mon,  pastor. 

fr  New  Providence  Church, 
Haziehurst:  Revival,  May  19  - 
22;  meal  each  evening,  6  p.m.; 
services,  7  P-m.;  Brad  Moak, 
speaker. 
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Bible  Drill 


RUST  CHURCH,  EUPORA:  Shown  are  youth  drill-  COVENANT  CHURCH.  GEOROE-OREEN  AS 
ere  Greer  Blaykx*.  Madeline  Mixon.  Paricer  Blaylock.  SOCIATION:  Aleshia  Washington,  Mason  McLain. 

Bred  Blaylock.  Drew  Grey,  and  Micah  Grey.  and  Carey  McLain. 


HARMONY  CHURCH.  WINSTON  COUNTY: 

MT.  ZION  CHURCH,  FLORENCE,  recognizes  its  Shown  are  student  drillers  Jessie  Roeiand,  Victoria 
BiMa  drifters.:  Jessie  Broadwater.  Amy  Grantham,  Burton.  Ashley  Luke,  Karla  Higginbothom,  Kanzie 
Beatty  Sanders,  Jasmine  Scoggins,  and  Lizzie  Rogers,  and  Ashety  Higginbothom;  and  children's 
Williams.  drillers  Emily  Luke  andTravis  Stevenson. 


ENON  CHURCH.  JAYESS;  Shown  are  youth 
drillers  Samantha  Stauffer,  CJ.  Stauffer,  Evan 
McEwen.  and  tfthan  Hadden.  Melissa  Stauffer  and 
Rochelle  Boyd,  leaders. 


NEW  PROVIDENCE.  COPIAH  ASSOCIATION: 

Shown  are  youth  drillers  Autum  Twiner,  Chet  Twiner, 
J.C.  Twiner,  Jonathan ftwner.  Jasmine  Twiner,  and  Zech 


MT.  OLIVET  CHURCH.  SCOTT 
COUNTY,  recognizes  Bible  driller 
Ethan  Crain,  shown  with  pastor 
Bruce  Robinson. 


■EULAH  CHURCH,  DECATUR:  Shown  are  drillers  Lacye  Harrison,  Monica 
Culpepper.  Grant  Estes.  Britney  Murphee,  Nathan  Kelly,  Heston  Harrison,  and 
Graham  Murphree.  Barbara  J.  Harrison,  Nicole  Bryan,  and  Suzanne  Greased. 


LONE  OAK  CHURCH.  ALCORN 
ASSOCIATION,  recognizes  its  Bible 
drillers:  Tannar  Mariar  and  Gage  Killing- 
sworth. 


